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citizens and in line with the
spirit of the National Action
Charter and the support
hehind ity we have fssued
orders for amendments to
he made in the laws relating
to the Shura Council and
the Chamber of Deputies by
removing all barriers o the
associations carrying out,
or taking part in, the clec-
tion campaign of any candi-
date,” 1M the King had

tions®

awareness

of

told heads of associations

and - societies at meeting
held that day. *
UM (e King  also

expressed satlsfaction with
the national associations®
positive decision and noble
stance to take part In the
parlinmentary clections,
M the King said that
this showed the associa-

the

national_responsibility of

Support vs
opposition

THE associations which are supporting the elections are: the
Democeratic Progressive: Tribune: Association (Al Menber), the

Arab-Islamic Democratic Al Wasat, the National s

amic Forum,

the National Action Charter Association, the Bahraini Women's

Association, the Tslamic Purig
Association, Al Shura Islami
Accord Association

Association, the [slamic Message
Association and the Isamic National

The four associations boycatting the polls are Alwefay National
Iskamic Society, the National Democratie: Action Society, the

National Dy

and the Islamie Action Socicty

everyone which, he said,
further affirmed the peo-
ple's confidence in  the
sound and comprehensive
modernisation policy Initi-
ated by the lendership with
their support und the sup-
port of political powers.
1M the King offirmed
that taking part in the par-
linmentary clections would
contribute positively to sup-
porting the reforms pro-
gramme and boosting (he
kingdom's democratic
process which, he said, wos
the idenl path to uchicve the
people’s asplirations and
promote Bahraln's statos
among developed countries,
TIM the King stressed
that In the coming stage the
country would witness fur-
ther  modernisation  and
development that would
include the setting up of
institutions and n state of
Tnw with the contribution of
the Bahraini people in the
political  declsion-making
process  based  on  the

National Charter's and the
Constitution's principles.

Head of State

The head of state is the King.

The King appoints the Prime Minister
and the Cabinet and has broad executive
and legislative powers. He is the Supreme
Commander-in-Chief of the armed forces
and the chiel diplomat. He appoints the
members of the exccutive branch.

Shaikh Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa suc-
ceeded his late father as Amir on March 6,
1999, and became King on Februry 14,
2002,

Relationship between
the three brunches

According 1o the provisions of the
amended  Constitution, the  legislative
authority is vested in the King and the
National - Assembly consisting  of a0
Consultative Council and an clected
Chamber of Deputi utive authority
is vested in the King and his appointed
Council of Ministers,

The King may issue decrees with the
force of law, but they must be referred 10
the Consultative Council and the Chamber
of Deputies within a month of their pro-
mulgation o, 1f the National Assembly is
not in session, within a month of the first

00st to reforms

Democratic structure

meetings of its respective chambers. 1f the
two chambers do not confirm them, they
retroactively cease 1o have the force of law.

The Constitution establishes a Higher
Judicial Authority 1o supervise the courts
and a Constitational Court 10 watch over
the constitutionality of laws and statutes.

Exccutive Branch

The King appaints the Prime Minister
and the Cabinet.

The head of the Government is the Prime
Minister, Shaikh Khalifa bin Salman Al
Khalifa, since 1971,

Legislative Branch

A unicameral National Assembly was
established in June 1972 and was dissolved
on August 26, 1975, Legislative powers
were assumed by the Cabinet.

A Consultative Council (Majlis as-
Shura) with 40 appointed members, estab-
lished on December 16, 1992, has the right
10 propose legislation

The amended Constitution, promulgated
on February 14, 2002, includes provisions
for the re-cstablishment of a new bicamer-
al Parliament and holding of general clec-
tions for the 40 members of the Chamber of
Deputies.

The mechanics
- of the elections

BAHRAIN goces to the polls today to elect the
first Chamber of Deputies, ane House of the
National Assembly,

‘The National Assembly comes into being us o
consequence of the 984 per cent vote in favour
in the referendum of Fehruary 2001 The refer-
endum endorsed the amendments to the 1973
Constitution propused by His Majesty the King,
Shaikh Hamad bin Jsa' Al Khalifa, which will
now bring true demacracy in Bahrain,

‘The National Assembly will comprise the
Chamber of Deputies of 40 members and the
Consultative Council of 40 members appointed
Dy JIM Uie King from a wide variety of senior
pabraini fgures,

ELECTORATE

About 243,500 people have registered as vot-
ers: Yolers of both sexes must be Bahruini citi-
2en5 and be over the age of 21 years. Slightly
more females than males huve registered.

CONSTITUENCIES

‘There are 40 constituencies. Boundaries have
been drown up according to international con-
yention With o len-

voting slip after the successful presentation of
the 1D card and voting then takes place in o pri-
vate booth. Voting slips are inserted immediate-
ly into a sealed box ready for counting. As an
additional safeguard ngainst double voting, the
voters will present their passports to receive n
special stamp to show that they have voted.
POLLING STATIONS

On October 24, 52 polling stations will be
open between 8am and 8pm. There will be one
polling station in each of the 37 constituencies
where voting will need to take place. A total of
15 others are located in places convenient for
voters who may not be able to get to their con-
stituency station while it is open. ;
Eachi polling station will be staffed by
Government employees who have been given
extensive training. Each polling station will be
supervised by a judge from the Judiciary. The
candidates can each uppoint an observer to
watch the proceedings. X

During a visit in September (0 a polling sta-
tion being used for training, o parliamentary
delegation visiting from the United Kingdom

an
sity beIng two of the maln criteria for deciding
the constituency boundaries,

CANDIDATES

When registration closed on September 21,
190 people had declared their intention to stand.
They included eight women, The candidates
had t produce a BD200 on-refandable deposit
which will he donated to charity.

A total of 23 have since withdrawn which has
left three constituencies with only one candidate
who I thercfore elected unoppused. Two of
these happen to be PhDs, Indicating the stan-
daaed of many of the candidates.

VOTING PROCEDURE

All Bubrainis curry an identity card with an
lectronle strip containing personal details.
These card detalls are now included in the vot-
crs It WVhen @ voter presents his 1) curd at

. polling station Itwill electronically verify his
(h-vl {10 vote there and at the same time Indiente
i:h:.. el s voted A voter will be dhvenn

declared the system to be “totally transparent,
open and fair’< and during a visit by the forcign
ambassadors (o Bahrain on October 16, they
also declared themselves totally satisfied with
the system.

COUNTING

Counting will commence ot the polling sta-
tions under the control of the judge immediate-
ly after the polls close. Candidates and their
observers may watch, A candidate must obtain
at least 50 per cent or more of the voles to he
declarad/the winner on October 24, In the event
of na candidate nchicving this, the first and sec-
ond candidates only will go forward to a second
round of voting on October 30 at which the one
with the highest number of votes will be
declared the winner.

ANNOUNCEMENT OF THE RESULTS

Results are expected to be declared during
the late evening of October 24 or carly on
October 25,
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Judiclary Branch

The judiciary is organised into (wo
branches: the Civil Law Counts and the
Shari‘a Law Cours.

The Civil Law Courts are authorised 1o
settle all commercial, civil, and criminal
cases, and all eases involving disputes
related 1o the personal status of non-
Muslims.

The Shari'a Law Counts have jurisdic-
tion over all issues related 1o the personal
status of Muslims, both Bahraini and non-
Bahraini,

The Supreme Court of Appeal or Court
of Cassation (Malkamat Al Tamyiz) was
established in 1989, and serves as the final
court of appeal for all civil, commercial,
and criminal matters. The personal status
cases . of non-Muslims  may also be
appealed to this body.

In September 2000, the Government
announced a package of measores intended
10 ensure greater independence of the judi-
ciary, including the creation of the Supreme
Judicial Council 10 be headed by the pre-
siding judge of the Cournt of Cussation,
Members will include judges from the
Shari'a and Civil High Courts of Appeal.

Panels to ensure smooth voting

Allocation of districts in
all governorates

The Rayal Decree No. 29 for 2002
issued by His Majesty the King, Shaikh
Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa, stated that
Bahruin would be divided into five clec-
toral arcas — Capital, Muharraq, the
Northen arca, the Central arca and the
Southem area.

Each urea is divided into comstituenci
cight in the Capital arca, eight in the
Mubarrag arca, nine in the Northern arca,
nine in the Central arca and six in the
Southem arca.

Following are the committces 1o follow
up the voting and counting of vol Lup
based on Order No. 26 issued by the
Minister of Justice and Islamic AlTairs,
Shaikh Abdulluh bin Khalid Al Khalifa.

The Muharraq Governorate

Commitice (1) at Al Busaiteen Girls
Primary School, is headed by Mubarak
Ahmed Al Hiji, with Madiha Al Bardooli
as secretary and Ra'ed Al Mahmood as
Supervisor.

Committce (2) at the Hassan bin Thabit
Boys Primary School, is headed by
Ihrahim Al Qurainces, with Ancesa Al
Zayani as sccretary  and  Thrahim
Mohammed as supervisar.

Committee (3) at the Muharraq Girls
Secondary School, is headed by Muneer Al
Ghagesh, with Fatheya Buhaza'a as secre-
tary and Jamal Al Abbad as supervisor.

Committce (4) at the Zonubia Girls
Intermediate School, is headed by Nusser
Al Mubarak, with Thiesam Al Ma'aci as
secretary and Mohammed Al Zayuni as
supervisor,

Committece (5) at the Omar bin
Abdulaziz Boys Primary School, is headed
by Shaikh Khalid bin Ali bin Abdullah Al
Khalifa, with Isa Malallah as secretary and
Salah Bu Ali s supervisor.

Committee (6) at Al Dair Girls Primary
School, is headed by Faraj Al Badn, with
Badreya Al Kawari as sceretary and
Mohammed Swilah as supervisor.

Committee (7) at Al Khawarizi Boys
Primary School, is headed by Abdulaziz Al
Nayem, with Lateefa Ahmed as secretary

and Su’cid Eid as supervisor.

Committee (8) at Al Hidd Girls
Sccondary School, is headed by Abdullah
Abdulbagi, with Noora Mohammed as
seeretary and Mohammed Sharcif as
supervisor.

The Capital Governorate

Committee (1) at the Ahmed Al Omran
Boys Sccondary School, is headed by Bade
Al Saymit, with Abdulhakeem Al Sha'er as
seeretary and Mohammed Al Ammari as
supervisor.

Commitice (2) at Al Maimoon Boys
Primary Sche headed by Yasser
Abdulrahman, with Jussim Al Sayrafi as
secretary and Salem Al Man'aie as super-
visor.

Commitice (3) at the Haitcen Boys
Primary School, is headed by Sami Al
Busameet, with Fatheya Saloom s secre-
tary and Khalid Al Burshaid as supervisor.

Committee  (4) at the Bahrain
Intemational Exhibition Centre, is headed
by Mohammed Mugbel, with Abdulaziz Al
Burshaid as secrelary and  Darwish
Mohammed as supervisor.

Committee (5) at the Religion Institute
for Boys, is headed by Malallah Al
Hamadi, with Yousuf Mohammed as sec-
retary and Nasser Al Dossari as supervisor.

Committce (6) at the Om Al Hassam
Boys Primary School, is headed by Ali
Mohammed, with Batool Abbas as sccre-
tary and Adel Al Sha'er as supervisor.

Committee (7) at Al Ala'a Al Hadrami
Boys Primary School, is headed by
Mohammed Aburoos, with Zakeya Al
Kohaji as sceretary and Yousuf Al Khaja as
supervisor.

Committee (8) at Al Bilad Al Qadeem
Boys Primary School, is headed by Dr
Kamal Abdulrashid, with Abdulrahman
Ziman as secretary and Hazaa Al Ka'abi as
supervisor.

‘The Central Governorate

Committce (1) at the Isa Town Girls
Secondary Commercial School is headed
by Suced Abdulruhim with Farceda Khalaf
a5 Secretary and Mohammed Al Bayat as
supervisor.

Commitiee (2) at the A'ali Giils

Intermediate School is headed by Yousel
Al Akbabi with Zakiya Al Shaikh as
Sceretary and Mohammed Al Maqabi as
supervisor,

Commitice (3) at the Umaima bint Al
No'man Girls Secondary School is headed
by Tharwat Hassan with Mariam Jan as
Sccretary und Isa Shaheen as supervisor.

Committee (4) at the Isa Town Girls
Secondary School is headed by Ali Ahmed
with Farceda Al Mula as Secretary and
Mohammed Al Bayat as supervisor.

Committce () at the Umm Al Qura
Girls Intermediate School is headed by
Abu Bakir Al Sideeq Amer with Najah Al
Khor as Secretary and Ali Ahmed as super-
visor.

Commitce (6) ut the Qamata Girls
Primary School is headed by Majid
Abdullatif with Fayeza Al Fayez as
Seeretary and Khalid Al Muran as supervi-
50

or,

Committee (7) at the Tmam Malik bin
Anas Boys Primary School is headed by
Jamal Al with Khalid Nayem as Secretary
and Ahmed Salch as supervisor.

Commitiee (8) at the Salahudeen Al
Ayoobi Boys Primary School s headed by
Shaikh Mohammed hin Ali Al Khalifa
with Fawziya Al Mansoon as Secretary
and Abdullah Yaseen as supervisor.

The Northern Governorate

Committee (1) ot the Jidhafs Girls
Secondary School is headed by Ablullah
Abdulmhman with Badriya Al Shati as
Sccretary and Faisal Salman as supervisor.

Commitiee (2) at the Karrana_Girls
Primary School is headed by Omara
Khalfallah with Rabab Mohammed as
Secretary and JafTar Marhoon as supervi-
sor.

Commitiee (3) at the Jaber bin Hayan
Boys Primary School is headed by
Mohammed Barakat with Ahmed Al
Saraifi as Secretary and Saleh Al Meer as
supervisor,

Committee (4) at the Budaiya Girls
Primary School is headed by Tharahim Al
Ahmer with Laila Omar as Secretary and
Ahmed Al Madhi as supervisor,
Commitiece (5) at the Snar Girls

Sccondary  School is  headed by
Mohammed Bubshait with Ancesa Ali ay
Sccretary and Hassan Mohammed as
Supervisor.

Committce (6) at the Hamad Town Girls
Primary School is headed by Adnan Al
Shami with Makiya Salim as Secretary and
Ali Hussain us supervisor.

Committee (7) at the Sa'ad bin Abi
Wagas Girls Secondary School is headed
by Ahmed Yousef with Sukina Ali ns
Seeretary and Hassan Al Wardi as supervi-
sor.

Committee (8) at Al Ahd Al Zahir Girls
Intermediate and Secondary School is
headed by Saced Al Hayki with Ayesha
Abdulsalam us Secretary and Ali Al Basha
as supervisor.

Commitice (9) at the Balgees Girls
Primary School is headed by Abdullah Al
Bu Ainain with Mariam Al Tameemi as
Secretary and Shafceq Hamada as supervi-
<or.

The Southern Governorate

Commitice (1) at the West Riffa Girls
Primary School is headed by Khalid
AbdulghafTar with Badnya Al Mulawa as
Secretary and Yasser Al Muhaiza'a as
upervisar.

Committee (2) at the East Rifa Girls
Intermediate School is headod by Ali Al
Omn with Latifa Ajoor as Sccretary and
Hussain Janahi as supervisor

Committee (3) at the Safra Boys
Intermediate and Primary School is headed
by Ali Al Harowi with Asmail Sulaibeckh
as Secretary and Nassir Al Habeoh ay
supenvisor.

Committee (4) at the Zalaq Girly
Primary School is headed by Ahmed
Shaisheen  with Ancesa Bubshait as
Secretary and Ihrahim Mohammed as
supervisor

Committee (5) at the Askar Boys
Prmary School s headed by Salah Al
Qatan with Salah Al Kooheji as Secretary
and Ahmed Al Alawi as spervisor,

Committee (0) at the Hawar Resort i
headad by Mohammad Al Bu Ainain with
Ghanim Al Sulaiti is Secretary and Adnan
Al Sida as supervisor
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